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INTIMACY WITH GOD: “Our Father who art in heaven” 
The Lord’s Prayer is central to our faith. We can all say it from memory, or as we say “by heart.” Yet the very familiarity of the prayer can cause us to put our minds into neutral and to miss the profound richness of this prayer.  
In my years of praying and pondering the Lord’s Prayer, I am struck by the intense longing in the prayer. As we pray this prayer, we are longing—yearning---for God’s Dream to be reality on earth. 
We call it the Lord’s Prayer because Jesus is Lord, and he taught us to pray this prayer. He begins with “Our Father.” Of course, Jesus lived in a patriarchal society, so he prayed to God the Father. The word he actually used was the Aramaic “Abba” which means “Daddy.” Today he would likely pray “Abba Amma”---Daddy-Mommy God. For Jesus God is not a distant being. God is parent. God is the loving, nurturing parent, and we are the needful children. 
But notice that the prayer is not “My Daddy-Mommy.” The Lord’s Prayer has no I, me, or my in it. It’s “Our,” meaning that we pray, joining with all God’s children. If God is Abba/Amma, our parent, that means we are all brothers and sisters.   We all belong to one another. God created us to be one, and Christ died to keep us that way.  
So we begin the Lord’ Prayer not by addressing God as Teacher or Savior or Ruler, but with the intimate term father/mother. We are children reaching out in trust and awe to a loving, nurturing parent. Our Father who art in heaven…. 
Hymn: “Children of the Heavenly Father” (see insert) 
…………TRYGGARE KAN INGEN VARA 
  
GOD IS HOLY:   “Hallowed be thy name” 
The Lord’s Prayer is made up of petitions, six of them. The last three are for us---our bread, our trespasses, our temptations. But the first three are petitions for God: thy name, thy kingdom, thy will. So before we head into asking for our own human needs, we focus first on God; we align ourselves with God’s purposes. We pray that God’s name will be hallowed, made holy.  
We may speak of “hallowed halls,” or this “hallowed sanctuary,” and we mean spaces set apart for a sacred purpose.   We may hear someone say, “Is nothing sacred anymore?” God is the sacred center of life, and we pray that God’s name will always be sacred, holy, hallowed. So to speak of God is to enter into sacred space, where we feel reverence, awe and wonder. Sacred moments are available to us all the time, but we may miss them because we are not in tune with, not aligned with God. 
All of life is sacred, but we begin to see the sacredness by focusing first on the sacredness---the holiness ---of God. If we want to recapture awe and wonder in our lives, if we want to be new people, then we start not by focusing on ourselves. We start, as Jesus did, with God. So we pray, “Hallowed be your name.” 
Hymn No. 4:   “Holy, Holy, Holy” ……………………..AZMON 
  
GOD’S REIGN: “Thy kingdom come, thy will be done” 
The second petition focuses on our longing for God’s reign. We call on God to bring in the kingdom. In giving us this sentence, Jesus was teaching us to long for God’s dream, God’s agenda. God’s agenda is that all people will be treated with love, respect, and dignity. Regardless of age, color, sex, sexual orientation, class or nationality, all people will have what they need---jobs, food education, housing, health care and dignity. These are the essentials for the abundant life that Jesus promised. The kingdom is the “kin-dom” where we are all kin. This is the Beloved Community that Jesus came to announce, to create. 
Jesus kept saying that the kingdom is at hand. All the healings and miracles of Jesus are magnets drawing us to the center---the Kingdom, God’s Dream. “Seek first the Kingdom of God,” he said, and all the rest will fall into place.”  
The kingdom (kin-dom) is a condition, a reality. We long for God’s Dream to become reality. So we cannot pray this prayer—“Thy Kingdom come”--without doing something to demonstrate that the Kingdom at hand---build a Habitat house, befriend a stranger, heal the sick, care for the least likely person. Break down barriers between rich and poor, old and young, gay and straight, Third World and First World. We announce the kingdom when we work for justice, when we do all we can to stop war, to stop hatred, to be instruments of God’s peace. That’s what we mean when we pray, “Thy kingdom come, thy will be done.” 
Hymn No. 683: “O for a World”…………………………AZMON 
  
GOD THE PROVIDER: “Give us this day our daily bread.” 
Someone has said that the Lord’s Prayer is a large shout, an intense shout of longing, for the coming of God’s Kingdom. But when we pray for God’s reign to come, we are praying not for redemption, salvation, heaven, or the Rapture. We are praying for bread—enough bread for everybody. Our ”daily bread” in the Lord’s Prayer is not just bread for my family, but for God’s family---all our sisters and brothers around the world. 
But the reality is that 35,000 people every day die of starvation. We live in the richest country in the world; we are 6 percent of the world’s population, yet we use 40 percent of the world’s resources. And we pray with Christians around the world: Give us..our daily bread. This is a prayer about economics. It’s a prayer about public policy, equitable distribution of food. 
When Jesus spoke of daily bread, he must have known that his hearers would be remembering the story of the Hebrew children in the wilderness, crying out for food. They were desperate: “Give us our daily bread!” Moses tried to calm them: “God will not desert us now. Trust. The Lord will provide.” The next morning the people found the ground covered with a white, flaky substance called “manna.” They were told to gather enough for each day, then everyone would have enough. They said, “This is the bread the Lord has given us.” 
When we sit down for our family meals, we give thanks: May this taste of bread become a taste of God’s kingdom—where everybody has enough to eat. Then we can pray with our Latin American neighbors: “Lord, to those who have hunger, give bread. And to those who have bread, give the hunger for justice.” God the Provider uses us, members of this church, through our offerings and pledges, to provide the food and resources to meet the needs of those who are hungry. 
Hymn No. 79: “God Is My Shepherd” ………BROTHER JAMES’ AIR 
  
GOD THE FORGIVER: “Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive…” 
There was once a man who came regularly to church worship services. He listened, he prayed, he seemed to be searching for something. On several occasions the minister asked the man when he was going to join the church. Each time the man responded, “I’ll join this church when you help me understand forgiveness.” 
The Lord’s Prayer is clear that forgiveness is at the heart of our faith. In order to live life without bitterness, it is essential that we learn to forgive. 
There is no way to start over for any of us without forgiveness. When a couple stands at the altar for marriage, I will often say, “The only way for your relationship to survive is to forgive each other over and over.” Jesus said it, “Forgive 7 times 70, and you’re just getting started.” 
We might think that forgiveness is inhuman. When someone has wronged us, our first impulse is revenge. But Jesus says No to revenge. “Forgive your enemies; do good to those who persecute you.” These are radical words. And he practiced what he preached when on the cross he said, “Father, forgive them.” He forgave his executioners. We in the state of North Carolina have now scheduled three executions in the next month. Does God’s forgiveness apply to all who kill? 
Jesus is saying that it makes no sense to go around unforgiven or unforgiving. Every Sunday from this pulpit a different person says, “Your sins are forgiven.” The gospel is given to free us from being unforgiven or unforgiving. So we pray, “Forgive us our trespasses—our sins--as we forgive those who have wronged us.” 
Hymn: “Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive” (see insert)……..DETROIT 
  
GOD THE DELIVERER: “Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.” 
Temptation is any test that may sway us away from loyalty to God’s way, the way of the kingdom. All of us face pressures and demons that can carry us away from God’s love, justice and peace. So we pray that we will not be tempted to betray God’s rule. We pray that temptation will be pushed away, that evil will be pushed away. 
“Who knows what evil lurks?” When terrible things happen, this question arises. When school children are bombed, when a grisly murder is committed, when unspeakable hatred invades---all these lead us to conclude that there is an evil force in the world. We can argue with God: If God is good and God is powerful, why do terrible things happen?! We conclude that in human beings there is a battle between the force of good and the force of evil.  
God’s presence tilts the world toward good; but God needs us to help keep the evil at bay. In the confirmation vows of the Episcopal Church, there is a question that puts it squarely: “Will you persevere in resisting evil? In other words, if we do not resist evil, the evil force can get a foothold. Bad things happen when good people do nothing. 
We can never adequately explain evil, but we pray to a God who gives us the courage and strength to resist evil and to use our energies to increase the power of love by pushing back the power of evil. We pray that God will indeed “deliver us from evil” as we continue to long for and work for the Beloved Community that God intends. 
Hymn No. 65: “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”…EIN’ FESTE BURG 
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